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Ideas for a winter walk

Protecting local wildlife www.bbowt.org.uk Tel.: 01865 775476
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Teen Rangers are a group of 12 to 16 
year-olds from West Berkshire and 

South Oxfordshire who are passionate 
about wildlife and want to find out more 
about how to protect it. Supported by 
BBOWT they have undertaken important 
work at many sites including Greenham 
Common. This has been invaluable, 
helping them gain experience with 
managing landscapes for wildlife and 
learning practical conservation skills 
such as coppicing, control of bracken, 
scrub and Himalayan balsam, woodland 
surveys and bat walks.
BBOWT’s community engagement 
officer Ed Sweetman said: “It’s great to 
see young people with a real passion 
and enthusiasm for looking after nature. 

Any one of them could be the next Chris 
Packham or David Attenborough.
“Sometimes I feel like they know more 
than I do about our local native wildlife 
and there is a real sense of shared 
learning. But what Teen Rangers really 
does is give them an outlet for taking 
real, practical action for nature, while 
hopefully having a bit of fun at the same 
time.”
In recognition of their hard work and 
dedication, 10 rangers, eight boys and 
two girls, were awarded John Muir 

Discovery Awards. The award is part of 
a nationally recognised scheme focused 
on wild places. It encourages people 
to connect with, enjoy and care for the 
natural environment.
Over the next year the group will be 
carrying out more conservation work 
and aim to achieve the next level of the 
John Muir Award – the Explorer award.
Anyone aged from 12 to 16 is welcome 
to join for free and can contact Becky 
O’Melia at the Nature Discovery Centre 
on 01635 874381 or beckyomelia@
bbowt.org.uk
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Teen Rangers win 
John Muir Awards

The Mission:

• Greenham Common to Lands End - 300 miles in 4 days.
• Nick and Alex, with James in the support vehicle.
• Lots of cereal bars and jelly babies consumed.
• Climbed 5125m – equivalent to Mont Blanc.
• £1200 raised to help BBOWT look after the special places 

under its care in west Berkshire.
You can still support them by visiting the just giving website.

…Mission Accomplished…

Download free walk leaflets:
bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/wild-walks

Wild Ride for nature a success! justgiving.com/fundraising/greenham-to-lands-end

Many of us may have entered a kind 
of hibernation during the winter 

months, preferring to stay warm indoors. 
But those who do venture out will be 
rewarded by a surprising array of native 
birds, usually hidden amongst the 
foliage, frantically looking for food. Birds 
more often roost and flock together 
for warmth and safety in winter and it 
is not unusual to spot large flocks of 
migratory starlings twisting and turning  
(murmuration) and geese upon grassy 
fields. Two species of thrush over winter 

in the UK; fieldfare and redwing, and 
often join together in large numbers 
along hedgerows and fields feeding on 
berries, worms and insects. 
Snowfall and soft wet ground provides 
a wonderful opportunity to find and 

study animal tracks. Look for the double 
slot tracks of deer, or the prints of fox, or 
even an otter along waterways.
BBOWT has produced two walks that 
include differing habitats such as the 
water and reedbeds of Thatcham, the 
woodlands of Bowdown and the grass 
and heathland of Greenham Common 
with its views across to Watership Down.
Don’t forget to clean out and repair 
your old nest boxes or put up some new 
ready for the nesting season in March.

BB
O

W
T

http://www.bbowt.org.uk
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/wild-walks
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/greenham-to-lands-end
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Livestock grazing . Management plan . Winter work . Car parking  .

Visitors may have noticed lots of 
sick or dead rabbits affected by 

myxomatosis this autumn.
Myxomatosis arrived in the UK in the 
1950s and is extremely unpleasant and 
usually fatal for rabbits. The disease 
arises from the Myxoma virus which is 
spread by biting insects (mosquitoes 
and fleas). The level of the disease within 
the wild rabbit population varies each 
year as new strains overcome the natural 
resistance that develops in around 30% 
of the population. 

This year there was an increase in the 
number of cases of this rabbit-specific 
disease here and in other parts of the 
country. 
Domestic rabbits can catch the disease, 
and vets recommend owners of pet 
rabbits to vaccinate them. There is no 
risk of myxomatosis being contracted by 
humans or other animals.
BBOWT is monitoring the issue, and we 
clear up any dead rabbits that we come 
across, although crows, red kites and 
foxes will dispose of most of them.

BBOWT offers conservation training

BBOWT is employing 
three seasonal 

wardens in 2017. They 
will spend their time at 
Greenham & Crookham 
and Snelsmore 
Commons between 
March and July. 
The spring and summer 

months are critical for 
several rare ground-
nesting species of bird, 
including nightjars 
and tree pipits. Any 
disturbance puts eggs 
and chicks at risk. 
The wardens will be 
talking to visitors,  
informing them about 
the common, heathland 
and its wildlife and 
encouraging people to 
abide by the restrictions 
in place - avoiding 
nesting areas (red zones), 
sticking to paths and 
keeping dogs under 
close control. 

Seasonal Wardens 2017

Rabbits and Myxomatosis

BBOWT recently welcomed 
five more Wildlife Trainees 

making a total of seven working 
on local reserves including 
Greenham Common. The Wildlife 
Traineeship is a year long voluntary 
apprenticeship for those wishing 
to start a career in conservation, 
receiving on the job and specialist 
training. They are also vital for the 
delivery of conservation work on 
the common. 

So, welcome to Daisy, Lauren, 
Conor, Ellie and Kat who join 

Bobbie and Graham. 
If you would like to find out more 
infomration please go to:
bbowt.org.uk/what-we-do/
traineeships 

Bite size news
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BBOWT land management 
officer, Liz Fricker , 
accompanied by last year’s 
trainee, Steve Plaisted-Kerr.
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Livestock grazing
This autumn saw Greenham and 
Crookham Commons being announced 
‘TB free’ for the first time in over two 
years.
Although the farmers who own the 
cattle have been able to move them to 
nearby fields during this difficult time, 
they are now able to sell them further 
afield.
It is hoped that this will enable the 
numbers of livestock on the common to 
be reduced this winter to allow the grass 
to grow and encourage some of the 
special plants found on the common to 
flower next spring.
Greenham management plan
A new updated management plan for 
Greenham Common was completed in 
August, marking the summation of a two 
year project to update the management 

plans of the 9 nature reserves transferred 
to BBOWT from West Berkshire Council 
in 2014. This plan is vital for ensuring all 
the conservation, access and heritage 
work is undertaken with appropriate 
resources and funding identified, along 
with a way of keeping an eye on the 
success of the work.

Winter work on the Common
A great deal of the conservation and 
landscape work is undertaken in the 
winter when most of the wildlife is 
either hibernating, migrating or just 
looking after themselves without young. 
The large areas of older gorse will see 
a further 7Ha removed in small blocks 
in the new year to reduce dominance 
and diversify its structure. The rare 
heathlands will see volunteers cutting 
the encroaching silver birch scrub and 
sunny glades will be created in the 
woodlands.

New Gateway: Pyle Hill Car Park

Work to improve the function, restore 
important heritage and add brand 
new historical interpretation has been 
completed. Wildflower grass and flower 
seed will be sown here in the spring. 
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http://www.bbowt.org.uk/news
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/what-we-do/traineeships
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/what-we-do/traineeships


Giving birds a helping hand… For more info or place an order visit: vinehousefarm.co.uk

Garden birds welcome food 
throughout the year, and especially 

between October and April when many 
of their natural food sources are not 
available.
Once birds are used to feeding in your 
garden they will return again and again, 
so make sure you’re giving them the 
right foods for the time of year.

How to feed garden birds
• Feeders - seed mixtures and peanuts 
can be placed in hanging feeders on tree 
branches and bird tables. Locate tables 
far enough off the ground and away 
from hedges to prevent cats pouncing 
on the birds. Problems with squirrels 
or larger aggressive birds? Buy feeders 
that have been designed to allow only 
smaller birds access to the food.
• Bird tables - bread, pastry and 
household leftovers can be placed on 
bird tables. Putting it near a small tree 
can give birds a lookout point.
• Ground feeding - Food can be placed 
directly on the ground to allow thrushes, 
dunnocks and blackbirds to feed. Break 

food into small pieces and scatter widely 
and don’t leave large amounts of food 
overnight as this may attract rats.

What to feed garden birds?
• Unsalted peanuts provide an 
important source of fat for tits and 
greenfinches.

• Soaked white and brown bread even 
if mouldy. 
• Apples are popular with thrushes, 
blackbirds and starlings.
• Mealworms are a hit with robins and 
some insect-eating birds.
• Kitchen leftovers including cooked 
unsalted rice, pastry, potatoes (baked, 
roasted and mashed), unsalted bacon 
rind and fat.

Don’t forget to put out a shallow dish of 
water for drinking and bathing.

Greenham Commons secret habitats
Greenham Gullies

If you walk south across the common 
to the edge of the plateau you will 

encounter one of these narrow, steep 
sided alder-lined gullies -  Aldernbridge, 
Handpost, Brushwood, Balshill and 
Thornford.

The gullies formed where water draining 
off the plateau cut down through 
the gravels to the impermeable clay 
below. Up the slopes willow, hazel and 
hawthorn grow under birch and ash. 

However, in the bottom of the gullies, 
alder is dominant, coping well in 
waterlogged conditions as a result of a 
surprising strategy - bacteria on its root 
nodules fix atmospheric nitrogen. This is 

then converted into nitrates and taken 
up by the tree. The peaty and clay soils in 
the valley bottoms support a profusion 
of wet-loving plants such cuckooflower, 

marsh violet and opposite-leaved 
golden saxifrage. Lady fern, hart’s-
tongue fern, several sphagnum species 
and an array of other mosses and 
liverworts thrive here.

If you walk through the alder gullies 
you will almost certainly hear a 
nuthatch, a tree creeper or a greater 
spotted woodpecker. You may even be 
lucky enough to see a visiting spotted 
flycatcher.

We will be coppicing selected individual 
alder stems to improve woodland 
structure and allow light in, creating log 
dams to maintain wet conditions and 
continuing to pull invasive Himalayan 
balsam.

Quote BBOWT16 on your 
first order at 
Vine House Farm and get 
10% off and your local 
wildlife trust will also 
receive a percentage of the 
profits!
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http://www.vinehousefarm.co.uk
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Events Find more events and book online at: 
bbowt.org.uk/whats-on 

Your chance to help shape the future of Greenham and Crookham Commons.
The Greenham and Crookham Commons Commission is preparing a vision document. They want to hear your views about the 
common. Please visit the bbowt.org.uk/reserves/greenham-crookham-commons or click here
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Teen Rangers - Greenham Common
Wed, 15/02/2017 - 10:00am - 3:00pm
A free taster session for 12-16 year olds to try their hand at 
some real conservation work on Greenham Common. 
Tel: 01635 500 886

Nature Explorers’ Club - Nature Discovery Centre
Sat, 21/01/2017 - 10:00am - 12:00pm
Sat, 18/02/2017 - 10:00am - 12:00pm
Join us on the third Saturday of every month for a hands-on 
wildlife club for 5-8 year olds. A different theme each month 
with wildlife activities, stories and child-led play.  
Children must be accompanied by an adult.
Price £4 per child, adults free Tel: 01635 874381

Volunteers were honoured 
at the annual Volunteer of 

the Year Awards presented at 
BBOWT’s AGM on Saturday 15 
October. 
The awards celebrate the 
enormous volunteer input 
and highlight those who have 
gone that extra mile or have 
been volunteering regardless 
of other commitments or the 
weather for years!
This year BBOWT was proud 

to honour three people with 
Lifetime Achievement Awards 
who have between them more 
than 100 years of volunteering. 
Most notably for Greenham 
Common, Derek Emes (photo 
right), was one of the founding 
members of the Greenham 
and Crookham Conservation 
Volunteers in 1997, and has 
been a valued and active 
member of the group ever 
since. 

Runner up in the individual 
Volunteer of the Year award, 
local resident Derek Cutt, has 
volunteered on Greenham 
Common for 20 years, including 
spending countless hours 
developing the management 
plan for this important site. 
Derek volunteers with BBOWT 
at least 8 days a month; he 
is a key volunteer and often 
leads work parties carrying out 
important conservation tasks.

Greenham resident wins BBOWT Lifetime Achievement Award 

Planting for Wildlife: February - snowdrops
Sat, 04/02/2017 - 11:00am - 3:00pm
Primroses; Sat, 04/03/2017 - 11:00am - 3:00pm
Cowslips; Sat, 01/04/2017 - 11:00am - 3:00pm
Wildlife-friendly plants for sale. Experts will be on hand once 
a month to provide gardening advice, together with a range 
of wildlife-friendly plants for sale. All proceeds donated to the 
Wildlife Trust. Nature Discovery Centre . Tel. 01635 874381
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Bird Walk at Crookham Common
Sat, 06/05/2017 - 08.30am - 11.00am 
Join enthusiasts from the Newbury District Ornithological Club 
on a gentle-paced walk with the chance to enjoy and learn 
about a mix of common and scarce birds.  
Price £4. Tel: 01635 874 381

http://www.bbowt.org.uk/whats-on
http://www.bbowt.org.uk/reserves/greenham-crookham-commons
http://www.bit.ly/greenhamcommonsurvey

